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1.1 The Technical Advisory Committee (TAC) issued an accounting 

technical release (TR-27) on April 26, 1996, subsequently revised 
the same in 2003, to provide guidance on the application of the 
requirements of IAS – 12 (Income Taxes) in the case of companies 
which are subject to Final Tax Regime (FTR) as well as Normal 
Tax Regime (NTR), in the same “tax year”, under the applicable 
provisions of the Income Tax Ordinance, 2001 (ITO 2001). The 
guidance emphasised that deferred tax accounting does not apply 
to those companies which are entirely covered under FTR since 
such companies, it was argued, do not have a temporary difference 
which is a fundamental basis on which inter-period tax allocation is 
done through deferred tax accounting. 
 

1.2 A member has sought guidance from the Institute with regard to the 
above TR that in a situation where an entity is taxed under FTR at 
import stage under the Ordinance and a portion of the imported 
goods remains unsold at the balance sheet date (held and carried 
forward as inventory), how should the said final tax be accounted 
for in the financial statements prepared under the approved 
accounting standards as applicable in Pakistan i.e. whether: 

 
a) The entire amount of final tax paid at import stage be 

recognised as expense in the period in which goods were 
imported; or 
 

b) The final tax paid at import stage be recognized as expense as 
and when the goods are sold and the related profits are 
earned. 

 
TECHNICAL COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
2.1 IAS – 12 ‘Income Taxes’ is applicable to income taxes which as per 

its paragraph ‘2’ are based on taxable profits. Taxable profit / (tax 
loss) has been defined as the profit (loss) for a period, determined 
in accordance with the rules established by the taxation authorities, 
upon which income taxes are payable (recoverable). 

 
2.2 Section 148 (7) of ITO 2001 (the relevant section for the income tax 

in case of imports) inter alia states “The tax collected under this 
section shall be a final tax on the income of the importer arising 
from the imports”. Hence it is clear that the final tax on imports is 
actually on the income of the importer arising from imports such 
that the total amount of tax is a percentage of the import value. In 
other words, it may be seen as a variable tax rate being applicable 
on the income of the importer from imports that equates the tax on 
income to a certain percentage of assessed value. 

 
2.3 ITO 2001 gives the timing of the payment of tax on income from 

imports. However, it is established that whatever be the timing, the 
tax is on the income of the importer from imports and hence, till the 
time the income does not so arise, it merely is a pre-payment of tax 
in relation to such income albeit being final is not refundable but 
entails future economic benefit that will flow to the tax payer as a 
direct consequence of import stage taxation in the period when the 
imported goods are sold.  



 
2.4 Para 12 of IAS 12 states “Current tax for current and prior periods 

shall, to the extent unpaid, be recognised as a liability. If the 
amount already paid in respect of current and prior periods 
exceeds the amount due for those periods, the excess shall be 
recognised as an asset.” The Committee is of the view that the 
word ‘due’ is used in this para with respect to taxable profit (tax 
loss). 

 
2.5 Based on above, the Committee is of the view that in substance the 

tax paid at import stage entitles the tax payer to future tax benefit 
or relief in the shape of no further outflow in the form of taxation of 
profits that maybe earned from the selling of imported goods. 
Accordingly, any tax paid at import stage in relation to the goods in 
the inventory at year end should not be recognised as income tax 
expense rather treated as a pre-payment of tax to be expensed in 
the period in which such income arises from the sale of these 
imported goods. 

 
2.6 Further, the Committee is of the opinion that the practice of treating 

final tax as a “period cost” in isolation without undertaking a 
matching process to determine whether the goods on the value 
whereof such income tax has been imposed, have been sold or 
carried over to the next accounting period as inventory negates the 
very foundation of tax accounting that income taxes are considered 
to be an expense incurred by the company as a consequence of 
income earned and therefore, are accrued in the same period as 
the income to which they relate. 

 
2.7 In view of the aforesaid, the Committee is of the considered opinion 

that the tax paid at import stage under FTR should be recognised 
as a tax expense in the period in which the related goods are sold. 
Accordingly, the portion of the tax paid that pertains to the unsold 
inventory should be carried forward in the balance sheet as pre-
paid tax, subject to the following conditions: 

  
a) it is probable that the sale of imported goods would result 

in sufficient future taxable profits; 
 
b) the carry forward of tax shall not relate to the inventories 

written down to net realisable value  in accordance with 
IAS 2 “ Inventories”; 

 
c) the tax to be carried forward as explained above shall not 

constitute value of inventories; and 
 
If the above conditions are not met, the tax paid under FTR at 
import stage shall be fully recognised as a tax expense in the 
period in which the goods are imported and such tax is paid. 

 
2.8 The Committee further recommends that TR – 27 shall be read in 

conjunction with this TR. 
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